
Internet Law: Class 1 
The Internet – Structure, History,  
and Governance 
 



Introduction 



Course Webpage 
https://www.internetlawinmiplc.com/ 

https://www.internetlawinmiplc.com/


Class 1: 
Internet – Structure, History, and the 
Internet Governance 
 
Class 2: 
Localization, Geolocation, 
Geoblocking, and the Circumvention 
of Geoblocking 
 
Class 3: 
Regulatory Jurisdiction on the 
Internet 
 
Class 4:  
Adjudicatory Jurisdiction on the 
Internet 

Class 5: 
Internet Intermediaries and Server 
Location 
 
Class 6: 
Internet Domain Names 
 
Class 7: 
The Current Reality of the Internet 
(Final Review) 
 



Internet Law 



What is Internet Law? 



What is Internet Law? 

• A particular area of law or an industry perspective? 

• Judge Easterbrook (7th Cir.): “law of the horse” 



What is Internet Law? 

• Norms of Internet governance 

• Example: domain name system 

• Norms governing conduct on the Internet 

• Internet-specific 
• Liability of Internet intermediaries (v. liability of any 

intermediaries) 

• Generic 
• Commercial law (v. e-commerce-specific rules) 

• National, regional, international, v. extra-national 

 



What is Internet Law? 

Four modalities of Internet Law: 

 

Law Architecture 

Market Forces Social norms 

Lawrence Lessig, Code and Other Laws of Cyberspace, 1999 



Internet Architecture 



What is the architecture of the 
Internet? 

• A distributed network (Baran)  

• Devices  

• Routers 

• Gateways 

• Hubs or Internet exchange points (IXPs) 
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What is the architecture of the 
Internet? 

• A distributed network (Baran) 

• Devices 

• Routers 

• Gateways 

• Hubs or Internet exchange points (IXPs) 

• Datacenters 

 





What is the architecture of the 
Internet? 

• A distributed network (Baran) 

• Devices 

• Routers 

• Gateways 

• Hubs or Internet exchange points (IXPs) 

• Datacenters 

• Cables 
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What is the architecture of the 
Internet? 

• A “cloud” 

• Datacenter hardware and software 

• Software-as-a-service and utility computing 

• IP addresses 

• IPv4  192.0.2.53 

• IPv6  2001:0db8:582:ae33::29 

• Personally identifiable? 

 



Computer Fingerprinting 
 

https://panopticlick.eff.org/ 
 
May 15, 2017 

https://panopticlick.eff.org/
https://panopticlick.eff.org/


What is the architecture of the 
Internet? 

• A “cloud” 
• Datacenter hardware and software 

• Software-as-a-service and utility computing 

• IP addresses 
• IPv4  192.0.2.53 
• IPv6  2001:0db8:582:ae33::29 
• Personally identifiable? 
• Personal data protected as such? 

• Domain names 
• Generic, country-level 

 



Internet Governance 



Who governs the Internet? 

Models of governance: 

(1) Self-governance (libertarian) 

(2) Global Transnational (transnational legal institution) 

(3) Code and Internet Architecture (voluntary organizations) 

(4) National Governments and Law 

(5) Market-Based or Economic-Based Regulation 



Internet Law: Class 1 
Marketa Trimble, May 27, 2019 


